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Prayerfully Pondering Priorities of Goals and Graduation...

Summer does not officially arrive until the latter half of the month, but many other
transitions will be taking place this month. Returning college students are finding
summer internships and employment, graduates are trying their new wings, pools are
being opened, white shoes are being brought out of the closet, and our school age
children are greatly anticipating a well-deserved summer break. With the prospect of
these changes in front of us, it is a good time to assess how we will prioritize our goals
for summer and beyond.

—— Our guest speaker for the 200" anniversary, Rodger Nishioka, a pastor’s kid, told me
what his parents taught him. I asked him what his parents had done to make him
and his three brothers want to remain so actively engaged in Christ’s church.
“Priorities”, Rodger said. “It all boils down to priorities.”

Rodger teaches Christian Education classes at Columbia Theological Seminary. He
passes on to his students what his parents taught him. “Put God first. Nobody else will
be as faithful and nobody and nothing else should be worshiped. At some point,
everyone and everything else will prove to be a disappointment if we try to put them
first in our lives.” “Second”, Rodger says, “love the people in your life whom God has
put there to be your family. And finally, love the ministry to which God has called and
equipped you.”

Can it be that simple? Yes, simple, but perhaps not as easy as it sounds. Thank
heaven God has given us the gift of prayer to aid us in discerning how to hold to those
priorities. And thank heaven God has given us the gift of community in which to
practice both discernment and the living out of those priorities. As we see the seasons
turn, may we each find reassurance in the stability of the God who was, is and will be
with us and for us in all the seasons of our lives.

Go with God (GWIG),
Carrie






























