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From the Pastor’s Pen-Cell

Yes, the U.S. will celebrate its 233™ birthday as we move into July, but
Presbyterians have an important birthday to note as well. He was born on July 10,
1509. That makes this July his 500" birthday. Among the myriad books on his life,
there is one that says, “Calvin’s ideas have contributed to the rise of capitalism,
individualism, and representative democracy.” That is a pretty good link to the
events of 1776.

There are massive volumes about John Calvin and you can search the web about
him for an entire summer if you wish. You might even want to offer some swift
repartee and quote JC (John Calvin - yes I know that JC could stand for Jesus
Christ, but for the purpose of this article, we’'ll say that JC is to our good buddy
theologian, Mr. Calvin.). So, if you want to give some evidence that you have
plowed through Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Faith (major theological work),
here are a few handy sentences gleaned from the volumes.

"I consider looseness with words no less of a defect than looseness of the
bowels.”

“Man with all his shrewdness is as stupid about understanding by himself the
mysteries of God, as an ass is incapable of understanding musical harmony.”

See, you thought all along that Calvin had not one wit of humor about him, that he
was puritanical and droll in his effort to provide a sense of purity and sanctity to
living the Christian life.

Actually you could say that Calvin was an insult comic theologian, rather the Don
Rickles of the reformation. Again from the Institutes you will find.

I, XI, 4: "For whence came the beginning of idols but from the opinion of
men? Most just is that profane poet’s mockery: ‘Once I was a little fig tree
trunk, a useless bit of wood, when the workman, in doubt whether he should
make a stool, preferred that I be a god.”

























