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In 1980, the Oscar-winning movie Fame followed a group of talented students through
four years at the New York City High School for the Performing Arts. On September 25,
just before we hit October a new version of this film releases, starring Debbie Allen,
Kelsey Grammer and Bebe Neuwirth. You might remember that Debbie Allen played a
dance instructor in the original movie, but now, after almost 30 years, she has been cast as
the school’s principal.

The headlines are reading “Allen Returns to Fame.”

At this performing arts high school, the competitive environment is incredibly hot, and
each student’s talents, passions and determination are put to the test. In addition, the
students face all the other struggles of high school — schoolwork, friendships, romances
and the rocky road of self-discovery. This film’s drama lies in its depiction of teenagers
growing up as they discover whether they have the talent and discipline to become true
stars.

One of the many stirring songs from the movie includes these lyrics:

1 sing the bady electric, I celebrate the me yet to come,

I toast to my own reunion when I become one with the sun.

And I'll look back on Venus, 1'll look back on Mars, and I'll burn with the fire of 10
million stars;

And in time, and in time, we will all be stars.

That’s their dream: To become one with the sun, to burn brightly in the heavens, to
become a star.




Some achieve this goal, of course, and go on to great artistic success. But most blow up,
burn out or just fade away. “Everybody else here is colorful or eccentric or charismatic,”
laments one student, “and I'm perfectly normal.” There is a difference between fame and
notoriety, but being noticed and valued seems to be important to most of us,

Dave Barry, in his book Dave Barry Hits Below the Beltway, writes: “When I got to
Washington, 1 discovered that even among young people, being a good guy was not the
key thing: The key thing was your position on the great Washington totem pole of status.
Way up at the top of this pole is the president; way down at the bottom, below mildew, is
the public. In between is an extremely complex hierarchy of government officials,
journalists, lobbyists, lawyers and other power players, holding thousands of minutely
graduated status rankings differentiated by extremely subtle nuances that only
Washingtonians are capable of grasping.

“For example, Washingtonians know whether a person whose title is ‘Principal Assistant
Deputy Undersecretary’ is more or less important than a person whose litle is *Associate
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary,’ or *Principal Deputy to Deputy Assistant
Secretary,’ or ‘Deputy to the Deputy Secretary,” or ‘Principal Assistant Deputy
Undersecretary,’ or ‘Chief of Staff to the Assistant Assistant Secretary.’ (All of these are
real federal job titles.)

“Everybody in Washington always seems to know exactly how much status everybody
else has,” They know when one has achieved some sense of fame.

But as we know ourselves, it is our shame, and not our fame that bothers us. It is
something that most every one of us achieves at some point in our lives and it is the reason
that we value communion, baptism, and sacramental worship with its prayers of confession
and words of assurance. We want to sense that we are valued and appreciated.

Carl Schultz of Old South Church, Boston says, “If you want to be happy for an hour, take
a nap. If you want to be happy for a day, go fishing. If you want to be happy for a month
consider marriage to someone who appreciates you. If you want to be happy for a lifetime,
inheriting a fortune might be helpful. If you want to be happy for eternity, help others.”

This sounds like the reversal of fame. While some hope to become one with the sun, our
fellowship gathers during these multihued October days to become one with the Son. In
that we find joy! It is expressed in the far-reaching items you find in this NewsBrief
stretching from the Penny Pincher Sale to our “Windows of Heaven™ stewardship theme.
You will sense it in the programs of youth ministry, music, opportunities to learn and grow
in faith. It is all about becoming one with the Son.

Bruce




What'’s Ahead?

September 27

Introduction o the
Sacraments with
Pasior Carrie after 10
am Worship.

Qclober 3

Pittsford Violunteer Fire
Department's Open
House, Bounce house,
Red E Fox, and other
fun things to do. Lots of
free safely information
and giveaways. 10 - 2.
(Shameless plug)

October 4

Rotation Workshop
kicks off Abraham and
Sarah Unit with a
Gathering after the
Mouse Report!

Confirmand Parenis
gather to discuss
relating faith with their
teen at 11:30 in Room
200.

Christian Education

What’s happening for children?

Besides the great teachers and curriculum for all ages, our elementary children
have been Digging Into the Bible by making storytelling hats, racing to shelve the
66 Books of the Bible in order, and even going on an archeological dig|

The next unit will take a look at the life of one of our most important patriarchs,
Abraham, and his wite Sarah.

What about for adults?

Sunday morning been offering classes during each worship service. The 8:30 am
group has seen decreased participation lately. Study offerings at that time are going
o take a break. Instead, you may attend the 10 am group that is currently taking a
look at Rick Warren's Purpose Driven Life.

Parents of 8th Grade Confirmands are encouraged to attend a group meeting the
first Sunday of each month at 11:30 am. This is concurrent with your son or
daughter's Mentor time. You will parallel what your child is learning so that you can
assist them through this awesome faith step. Remember study after study show that
parents are still the greatest influence on their children!

Other opportunities for adult education include a parenting group on Tuesdays at
9:45 am. These classes will start up again on September 29th and are to heip
parents of any age child or youth be more effective in a very challenging job. We
meet in the Youth Room.

Don't forget about our Wednesday Lectionary studies offered at 9:45 am or 7:15 pm,
These are held in Room 200.

Foundations

The purpose of Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford is to
engage individuals in religious Instruction, nurture spiritual development and grow
in an active community of faith, through all stages of life, to the glory of God.

We endeavor 1o accomplish this by being safe, welcoming, responsive,
accountable, family friendly, cross-generational, and reformed.

If you have suggestions on how Christian Education can better reach these goals

and values please contact nathan.zampella@pittsfordpres.org.

























